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part of the diet of all well-fed flocks. Special mineral mixtures are prepared for chickens which doubtless serve the same purpose. Mineral feeding should not be expected to increase egg production. At times a shortage of this element in the diet of young birds may cause leg-weakness. The prevalence of soft-shelled eggs is greatly reduced when the proper amount of mineral matter is consumed. This applies especially to pullets. The laying of soft-shelled eggs will not stop immediately after a mineral is placed before the birds. It may require several days or weeks before the flock is back in normal condition. Mineral feeding will not prevent worms or any other contagious disease of chickens.